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Goal: To identify and explore current and potential uses of seabed habitat information for Ecosystem Based Management in the Gulf of Maine.
Background:  The Gulf of Maine ecosystem contains a diverse array of geological and biological substrates that serve as habitat for commercially and ecologically important mammals, seabirds, fish, and invertebrates.   Managing this system effectively will require balancing the habitat needs of these species with ongoing and emerging human activities such as fish harvesting, offshore energy development, shipping, among others.  Seafloor mapping is a relatively new technology that already has been used as an effective tool in assessing ecosystem impacts of human activities and defining essential fish habitat of economically important species. Yet, high-resolution seabed habitat information is extremely limited, especially in the U.S. portion of the Gulf of Maine.  

Over the past decade, the Gulf of Maine Mapping Initiative (GOMMI) has organized forums and coordinated efforts to advance mapping of critical seabed habitat characteristics in highly utilized regions of the Gulf of Maine.  In April 2009, GOMMI and the Gulf of Maine Research Institute convened a workshop on how to integrate seabed habitat information into fisheries management decisions more effectively.  Scientists and managers at this workshop articulated that ecosystem-based management will require improved information about the habitats of economically and ecologically important species and the impacts of different human activities.  
Our aim is to convene regional environmental scientists and managers, fisheries ecologists, and seabed mappers to explore how seabed habitat information is currently being used in ecosystem management.  We will also investigate how this information can be made more useful to those who manage fisheries, energy development, and other human activities in coastal and offshore waters.  

Structure: Geologists, benthic ecologists, fisheries scientists, and managers are being invited to this session. There will be presentations by ten invited speakers, a poster session, and a closing panel session.  The workshop is open to all Symposium registrants.  If interested in presenting a poster, please submit an abstract to the workshop organizers by July 1st. 
Workshop Organizers:  
Jonathan H. Grabowski, Gulf of Maine Research Institute, 350 Commercial Street, Portland, ME 04101 (jgrabowski@gmri.org)

Brian J. Todd, Geological Survey of Canada (Atlantic), Natural Resources Canada, Bedford Institute of Oceanography, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada  B2Y 4A2 (Brian.Todd@NRCan.gc.ca)

Page C. Valentine, U.S. Geological Survey, 384 Woods Hole Road, Woods Hole, MA 02543 (pvalentine@usgs.gov)

Tracy Hart, Gulf of Maine Mapping Initiative (harttrac@gmail.com)

